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way, crude and simple,” says Ba�ersby. Wood doors and 
door frames were replaced with steel frames and �oor-to-
ceiling doors, aluminum grilles supporting a new central 
air system replaced aged ones, and quarry tile �ooring 
was replaced with polished limestone. A nd then there 
was the lack of certain modern-day elements—like hand -
rails on the staircases. (“When I �rst walked in here, I just 
saw death,” says Hemsa, laughing.) S teel handrails and 
cables were added throughout to make the home safe for 
the Fipkes’ two young boys, Zane and E lias. 

There was also a desire from the homeowners to unlock 
unused space in the 4,500-square-foot home—particu -
larly in the kitchen, which was critical for Hemsa, an avid 
cook and entertainer. “ The kitchen was enclosed and cut 
o�,” says Ba�ersby. “ I t was from an era that hadn’t quite 
swept o� the idea that spaces had to be di�erentiated.” 
The galley kitchen was opened up and upgraded with new 
quartz countertops, C orian veneer cabinets and stainless 
steel appliances. The Fipkes also converted storage rooms 
in the lower level into a toy room for the kids and a media 

room for the whole family. (“ I t has no windows and great 
acoustics, so it makes for the perfect theatre,” says A saph.)  

A nd then there’s the roo�op patio on the top level, just 
o� the carport and mud room, which had been closed o� 
since the house was built some 40 years ago. “ You couldn’t 
even see that the roof was there,” says Hemsa. “ I t’s the 
one place where you get a view of the water and the whole 
property.” T he Fipkes punched in a window and door o� 
the mud room and converted the crude pebble roof into a 
stone-tiled terrace, where Hemsa now has a small garden.

Both A saph and Hemsa talk about being “custodi -
ans” of the E ppich House—and acknowledge that work 
remains to keep it livable for another four decades. S till, 
already they are seeing dividends from their investment 
of time, money and love. David S touck, who wrote a 2013 
biography of A rthur E rickson, happens to be the Fipkes’ 
next-door neighbour. “One day he saw me on my roo�op 
garden,” recalls Hemsa, “and he said, ‘ A rthur would be 
very proud of what you did here.’ T hat’s when I knew this 
had all been worth it.” 
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